
Livingprague Newsletter
July 2025

Pigs…..coming to a country near you any day now!

In the July newsletter I’ll describe what happened when
the Hotel Olympik caught fire in May 1995. We’ll take a
look at the “Naked Lady” sculpture by David Cerny in the
8th District of the city. We’ll go into the location and
interpretation of The Gate of Infinity memorial outside
the Bubny railway station plus we’ll take a look at a
weird communist-era 1950s drink called Kofola and see
who owns it today.

The Activity Spotlight is a look at the reopening of the
Prague 8 open-air venue called Kasarna Karlin. Blast
from the Past includes a new picture on the John
Lennon Wall showing the headstone plus my favourite
way of serving Bramboracky (potato pancakes).

Just before you launch into the newsletter take a few
seconds to think if your friends or colleagues might find
it interesting. If so please consider forwarding to them
and they can subscribe to the newsletter separately if
they want. 
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Featured New Content

 Art/Culture  - The Naked Lady (Lilith)

Unveiled on a new 8th District apartment complex in 2022, David Cerny 
goes back to using chrome-steel to create Lilith or what is often 
referred to as the Naked Lady statue. It’s 24 metres tall weighing in at 
35 tons and it moves. Read more….

Food /Drink – Kofola

With the post-war rise of Coca-Cola, the communists decided to create 
their own cola-based drink. It took 2 years of testing before Kofola was 
released to the public in 1959. A blend of caffeine, cola and assorted 
fruits. It’s privately owned today. Read more…..

https://livingprague.com/food-and-drink/kofola/
https://livingprague.com/art-and-culture/the-naked-lady-lilith/


Memorials – The Gate of Infinity

At first glance it appears to be a memorial to Jewish people and there’s
a lot to interpret about it’s creation but ultimately it’s all about 
maintaining a balance in the world and what can happen if we lose that
balance. It’s also part of a planned larger memorial. Read more….

History – The 1995 Olympik Hotel Fire

Just over 30 years ago a fire on the upper floors of a hotel in the 
Invalidovna district killed eight tourists. Lessons were learned that day 
but it was the renovation and redecoration of the building in 2015 that 
really touched a nerve because that decoration looks a lot like a fire. 
Read more….

https://livingprague.com/politics-and-history/hotel-olympik-fire-1995/
https://livingprague.com/memorials/the-gate-of-infinity/


Blast from the Past (Updated Old Content)

A former water fountain mount on the John Lennon Wall, it looks a bit 
like a headstone. This was actually the very first place that somebody 
drew a picture of John Lennon along with the birth and death dates 
back in 1980. A real blast from the past. Read more….

Potato pancakes with red and white pickled cabbage (zeli). Possibly my 
favourite combination. Took this picture on a recent trip to a fast-food 
restaurant in a local shopping centre. Total cost was CZK72. Read 
more….

https://livingprague.com/food-and-drink/czech-food-bramborak/
https://livingprague.com/food-and-drink/czech-food-bramborak/
https://livingprague.com/prague-attractions/john-lennon-wall/


Comment

Coining It
We had one of those weird “how could they have done that” political 
stories this month. A guy who had served a sentence having been 
convicted for selling prohibited substances online and illegal 
possession of firearms, apparently cut a deal with somebody from the 
Justice Ministry. The deal was basically “if you allow me access to my 
seized computer then I’ll transfer to you CZK1 BILLION worth of the 
BitCoins that I own”. And somebody said Yes. Did people at the 
Ministry of Justice spend time considering the possible legal 
implications of this or even that possibly the BitCoins were themselves 
from possible illegal activities etc? Well it cost the Justice Minister his 
job!

No Permit No Problem
To live in this country is to understand that you have to negotiate a few
official obstacles and jump through various hoops. I noticed a story this
week whereby a Puma (large cat) escaped from a private enclosure and
it took 20 police, firefighters and vets to capture it. Three things came 
out of the story. First was there was no mention of a fine. Second, the 
owner had legally bought and registered the Puma but lacked the 
permit to keep it. As the animal was chipped and kept in healthy 
conditions the authorities waived the permit. I was shocked. Third, the 
Puma was caught because a “Foreigners” police unit deployed a 
thermal imaging device. Nice to know I warrant a special level of 
tracking!



In The News

Reebok  got  it’s  pricing  mixed  up  on  it’s  website  and  instead  of
something  supposed  to  cost  EUR50  it  was  listed  as  CZK50.  That’s
roughly as CZK1200 discount so of  course many savvy Czechs bulk
ordered  the  discounted  stock.  But  at  the  end  all  the  orders  got
cancelled and Reebok refunded the original payments.

It turns out that Prague is not the best place to live in Czechia. A recent
survey by Datank (15th edition) found that by categorising each Czech
region in terms of Safety, Tourism/Leisure, Civic Society and Tolerance,
Childcare/Education,  Healthcare/Social  Services,  Infrastructure,
Employment  and  Environmental  Sustainability,  it  seems  that  South
Bohemia is now the best place to live in Czechia.

I  noticed  that  there  was  an  outbreak  of  “Newcastle”  disease  in
Moravia. I was thinking that hundreds of people must be wandering
around in black and white shirts swilling brown ale. Turns out it is
another bird disease which had killed many chickens and pigeons.
Even the WOAH (World Office for Animal Health) does not explain
why the name came to be used.

Two months ago a  wine grower in  Moravia  installed a  4  metre tall
sculpture called “Ode to Wine”. The problem was that the sculpture
was Jesus sitting on a cross drinking a glass of wine. Fun for some, it
became a tourist attraction for a while but now gone, destroyed by
somebody offended by the subject matter. The wine grower says he
will replace it with something else possibly a little less religious.

220 Czech-built trams will soon be in service in Germany making the
Czechs the largest provider of narrow-gauge trams in the country. It’s
all  the  more  interesting because  up until  the last  10  years  it  was
actually Germany who supplied most trams to Czechia.



Trivia and Odd Statistics

NATO Chief Mark Rutte said that the Czech Military had provided 1.3
Billion Euros of assistance to Ukraine since February 2022.

Prague Museum Night on June 14th incorporated 61 museums, historic
sites and cultural centres which were free to enter just on this night.

Lower ranked soldiers will get a 7.5% pay rise from July 2025.

The AMI Digital Index lists the average Czech person as spending 143
minutes per day on social media.

Up to 60,000 fawns (baby deer) are killed annually in Czechia due to
mowing of fields and meadows.

The unemployment rate in Czechia in May 2025 was 4.2%.

The Pilsner Urquell Brewery is in the top 15 most visited tourist sites
in Czechia and hosts approximately 40 tours per day in peak season.

At  least  until  September  2025  it  will  be  possible  to  fly  direct  from
Prague to Toronto in Canada.

Approximately 25% of 15-24 year-olds smoke e-cigarettes.

Prague Public Transport celebrates a double Jubilee in 2025 with the
150th anniversary of the first trams and the centenary of the first buses.

Czech ladies tennis player Petra Kvitova will officially retire at the end
of the 2025 season aged 35. She is a two-time Wimbledon Singles
Championship winner and collected 31 other WTA titles during her
career.

Almost one third of Czechs live alone.

The army withdrew it’s  VOBU ballistic vest  (bulletproof vest)  from
active service when it  was found during durability testing that the
vest failed to stop bullets. 



Walking Tours

April and May were busy. I mean waaaaay busy. At a maximum 2 tours a day 
and working 5 days a week I had 80 slots available for tours. I worked 78 of 
them. Security in the synagogues actually started saying hello to me as I was in 
them so often. Hence why my free time was spent relaxing and having footbaths
instead of working on the Newsletters. A real mix of people in the period and 
some odd requests for content (which from a legal standpoint I thought it best 
not to offer!). 

People might be interested to know that despite the Covid-19 pandemic and 
the high rates of inflation since then, my scheduled tour prices have stayed 
the same.

Review

I picked out the review from “TravelDiva”. I don’t go into places on scheduled 
tours as I feel I may have to rush people to meet a schedule. I believe that 
people should spend as much time as they wish in the historic places. So this 
was a private tour that included the interiors of several places interspersed with
many other external sites.



Gift Vouchers

Read about the Gift Voucher system on the Gift Voucher page. You can buy 
individual tours as a gift for somebody and by contacting me the recipient of the
gift will have options to swap tours or use the credit to upgrade to a private tour
etc. Vouchers are valid for 1 year.

Tours and Card Payment

For any Private Tours or for any Scheduled Tours booked directly through a tour 
calendar, clients can pay the full cost of a tour in advance by card payment with 
the understanding that refunds are maximum 96% (cost of tour minus any card 
transaction fee which is out of my control). In this case you first receive a 
payment request which has to be completed within 4 days. Then you receive 
the booking confirmation.

Tours and Cash Payment

If you prefer to pay or part-pay for a tour either scheduled or private in cash 
then you need to contact me. We will agree the tour details and I will quote a 
price in CZK and your own currency equivalent. You will then receive the 
booking confirmation and payment is made on the tour day at the agreed 
amount so in this case there is no advance payment and cancellation is free.

Tours:

Private Tours are arranged as required.

Old Town and Jewish Quarter     is running normally.

City Walking Tour is running normally.

World War Two is running normally.

Architecture Tour is running normally.

Czech Food and Beer Tasting is Suspended. The option of
food/drink is now only on Private Tours.

Christmas Markets     has restrictions: “tour-only” in 2025 with
time for people to buy food/drink as required. 

https://www.livingpraguetours.com/tour/prague-christmas-markets-walking-tour/?utm_source=newsletter
https://www.livingpraguetours.com/tour/czech-food-and-beer-tasting/?utm_source=newsletter
https://www.livingpraguetours.com/tour/prague-architecture/?utm_source=newsletter
https://www.livingpraguetours.com/tour/world-war-two-prague/?utm_source=newsletter
https://www.livingpraguetours.com/tour/prague-city-walking-tour/?utm_source=newsletter
https://www.livingpraguetours.com/tour/prague-old-town-jewish-quarter-walking-tour/?utm_source=newsletter
https://www.livingpraguetours.com/tour/prague-private-tours/
https://www.livingpraguetours.com/gift-voucher/


Activity Spotlight! – Kasarna Karlin

Kasarna Karlin

After two years of legal battles, a revolt by eighth district residents, a 
corruption case and funds raised by many small children, Kasarna 
Karlin has been able to reopen in a limited format.

You’ll find the entry has moved and all the buildings are currently 
closed but so long as you are ok buying beer from a tent, going for a 
wee in a porta-loo and sitting on the old deck chairs then really nothing
has changed.

The City of Prague now owns the whole complex and finally agreed 
that the Kasarna was a valued local resource so they are in the process 
of renovating the entire complex. How long Kasarna Karlin will last in 
it’s current format who knows so enjoy it while it’s here.

Check the post about the Kasarna Karlin

https://livingprague.com/activities/kasarna-karlin/


Being Social

Click,  Like,  Subscribe,  Follow,  Review.  Could  I  ask  you  to  spend  a
minute interacting with one or more of the social platforms below that
have lots of great content to share. Subscribe and/or follow to stay
updated.

FACEBOOK: You can read posts, view 
short videos, like/share content, follow
and message me.
INSTAGRAM: You can view pictures, 
like/share content and follow me.

PINTEREST: You can view specific 
genre pictures, save Pins to your 
boards and follow me.
YOUTUBE: You view full length videos, 
comment, like/share content and 
subscribe.
TRIP ADVISOR: You can view tour 
pictures, read and leave a tour review 
for others.

https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g274707-d10155172-Reviews-Livingprague-Prague_Bohemia.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCS6mtjc_iuR4SnN4JuqxmDw/
https://cz.pinterest.com/livingprague/
https://www.instagram.com/livingprague/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/livingpragueguide/
https://www.facebook.com/livingpragueguide/
https://www.instagram.com/livingprague/
https://cz.pinterest.com/livingprague/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCS6mtjc_iuR4SnN4JuqxmDw
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g274707-d10155172-Reviews-Livingprague-Prague_Bohemia.html


Surveys – Help me improve!

If you have a bit of time then consider a survey. It’s anonymous so I just
see answers to questions not who it’s from. 

It should take no more than 2 minutes on any survey  .  

The “Quick” survey is an overview. The other surveys are content 
specific. You do not have to finish the whole survey so feel free to 
answer as many or as few questions as you want. 

Just “Send It” when you’re ready. You will be helping me to improve all 
aspects of the sites.

Quick Survey – 1 minute survey

Accommodation – 2 minute survey

Activities – 2 minute survey

Walking Tours – 2 minute survey

Site Navigation - 1 minute survey

https://us14.list-manage.com/survey?u=4deac334e6b8fad68948fd7c2&id=58c7fb7926
https://us14.list-manage.com/survey?u=4deac334e6b8fad68948fd7c2&id=c6b7ef5462
https://us14.list-manage.com/survey?u=4deac334e6b8fad68948fd7c2&id=322d4e52ec
https://us14.list-manage.com/survey?u=4deac334e6b8fad68948fd7c2&id=d15351d118
https://us14.list-manage.com/survey?u=4deac334e6b8fad68948fd7c2&id=a1f0cdbe91


Contact Info – Engage with me!

I’ve now put so much information, local knowledge, tips and tricks into 
the continuously being upgraded Trip Planner that I’ve now renamed it 
the Trip Planner and Mini-Guide which you can always download for 
free. 

But even that might not be enough to help. Sometimes all you want to 
do is ask a quick question, sometimes it’s a bit of advice regarding an 
activity or accommodation etc. You’re always welcome to contact me 
via one or more of the following options. Just keep an eye on your 
spam folder if using email. I reply within 24 hours.

EMAIL: fun@livingprague.com
CALL/SMS/WHATSAPP: +420 603 187856
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/livingpragueguide/

https://www.facebook.com/livingpragueguide/
mailto:fun@livingprague.com
https://livingprague.com/product/prague-trip-planner/?utm_source=newsletter
https://livingprague.com/product/prague-trip-planner/?utm_source=newsletter

	

