Livingprague Newsletter
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The Karolinum 6 months ago after the shooting

In the June newsletter we’ll take a look at the
controversial new piece of open-air art called Spitfire
Butterflies. I'll tell you why | visit Cafe No Stress and also
where you'll find the Winged Lion Memorial to
Czech/Slovak WW?2 air crew. Finally, | published a video
showing what to expect at the Wallenstein Garden.

The Activity Spotlight is a look at the Mystic Skate Park.
Blast from the Past includes updated pricing for the
street paper called Novy Prostor and | also updated the
Jubilee Synagogue post with an interior view.

Just before you launch into the newsletter take a few
seconds to think if your friends or colleagues might find
it interesting. If so please consider forwarding to them
and they can subscribe to the newsletter separately if
they want.
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Featured New Content

Food and Drink — Cafe No Stress

A combined bakery, cafe and bistro, Cafe No Stress is definitely in my
top 3 in the city for bakeries where you can buy typical French-style
bread baked on-site. More of a cafe in the mornings it switches to a
bistro for lunch or an early dinner. Read more....

Art and Culture - Spitfire Butterflies
May 2024 saw the installation of two huge mechanical butterflies,
whose bodies are copies of a Spitfire fuselage, on the Maj shopping
centre. It’s the latest work by artist David Cerny. Lauded and slammed

in equal measure by the arts community, I'll describe what it’s all
about. Read more....



https://livingprague.com/prague-attractions/spitfire-butterflies/
https://livingprague.com/food-and-drink/cafe-no-stress/

Memorials — The Winged Lion

Records show that 2513 Czech and Slovak air crew fought alongside
the allies in World War Two. The Winged Lion, unveiled in 2014 and
updated in 2017, is dedicated to them. It shows all their names, ranks
and if they were killed in the war. Read more....

Video — Wallenstein Garden

On the Lesser Town side of the river is the Czech Senate. Attached to it
is the Wallenstein Garden, an Italian Renaissance creation for the
commander of the Imperial Army forces in the early part of the Thirty
Years War, Albrect von Wallenstein. Beautifully laid out and very
peaceful. See more .....



https://youtu.be/MM8jFDEuiQQ
https://livingprague.com/memorials/the-winged-lion-memorial/

Blast from the Past (Updated Old Content)

Juhilejni
;t“vydanmga

| updated my post as the street newspaper sold by homeless and
socially challenged people in Prague recently increased it’s price from
CZK50 to CZK80. There is a little English language section but consider
buying a magazine if you are passing an official NP seller. Read more....

My favourite synagogue in the city is not in the Jewish Quarter. The
Jubilee Synagogue is in the New Town. | updated the post to show the
view of the synagogue’s interior taken from the Bimah. Read more....



https://livingprague.com/prague-attractions/jubilee-synagogue/
https://livingprague.com/community/prague-homeless-novy-prostor/

Comment

Democracy and the Gun

The premier of Slovakia, Robert Fico, was shot in May. A lone gunman
took his chance when Mr Fico approached a crowd of supporters. Now
| don’t support the politics of Robert Fico and personally | think the
Slovakians made a mistake by electing him. But it was a democratic
election and the majority of the country voted for him. So whether |
like it or not, he was their choice and if he survives, another election
will decide if he stays or if somebody else gets a chance. Like having a
disastrous eight years of President Zeman here, eventually somebody
else got a go after a free and fair election. No need to resort to the gun,
just be patient and have trust in the constitution.

| Stopped a Robbery

| have seen the effect of crime and | have seen crime committed but for
the first time | was in a place and time to prevent a crime. Two men
had “cased” a car containing a single female driver, both front windows
down and some kind of handbag/shopping on the front passenger seat.
She was in the process of being distracted by one guy asking for
directions while the other guy was preparing to dip into the car to steal
the bags. | simply positioned myself between the second guy and the
car window and made it clear that this was not going to happen. As he
walked off | warned the lady and she wound up the windows. Maybe if
I’d have filmed it | would have got lots of views on Youtube but good
deeds don’t always get recorded.



In The News

Primatologist and Conservationist, the 90-year-old Dame Jane
Goodall visited Prague Zoo on May 11" to christen a new-born baby
gorilla. She chose the name Gaia. Not only does it mean the Greek
goddess of the earth, the name is also after a chimpanzee currently
living in Tanzania which is the last in line of a family group that Jane
Goodall first studied back in the 1960s.

The assassination attempt on the Slovakian Premier Robert Fico
certainly focused the minds of the security services in Czechia. Lots of
photos of police flooding political sites and tourist hot spots. | had to
go on wikipedia to see what rank a lot of these people had. I'd never
seen so many gold stars walking around the Old Town Square.

The latest piece of David Cerny artwork was unveiled on the Maj
shopping centre. Two enormous butterflies would be enough but the
bodies of the butterflies are shaped like the fuselage of a Spitfire
aircraft. Discussion in the arts community has been intense. In an
interview with guests David Cerny and Marie Foltynova (Curator of
art in public space of the City Gallery of Prague) on national TV, after
some heated conversation as the lights went down and the credits
started rolling the hot mikes picked up Marie Foltynova telling David
Cerny to “go f*ck yourself” to which David Cerny replied in kind.

Big discussions in the press following the Czech Statistics Office who
published 2024 Q1 data that showed 4.1 million tourists stayed in
Czechia in this period equivalent to a 9.9% rise year-on-year. It was not
the fact that 2.2 million of them were domestic travellers. The statistics
showed that half a million of the foreign tourists came from Germany
closely followed by Slovakia and Poland. You wouldn’t think so having
seen those huge Spanish and Italian tour groups.



Trivia and Odd Statistics

Bohumil Hrabal’s books have been translated into 28 languages.

16% of students in Prague failed to secure a place at a secondary
school due to capacity issues.

Czechia won the 2024 IIHF (lce Hockey) World Championship
defeating Switzerland 2-0 in the final and having beaten the USA in
the quarters and Sweden in the Semis. The country went mad!

Prague Zoo has bred Orangutans since 1961.

During the first week of the World Ice Hockey Championships, more
than CZK2 Million worth of fake or resold tickets were recorded.

The National Institute for Mental Health published a study which says
that the average Czech man has sex 5.7 times per month.

The Czech Labour office says that in March 2024, there were 213,900
Slovakians working in Czechia. The Ministry of the Interior says
67,200 are permanent residents here.

The licence fee paid by people to receive Czech TV and Radio has been
increased meaning that Czech TV will receive an additional CZK865
Million and Czech Radio an additional CZK331 Million annually.

The Main Post Office in Prague was declared a national cultural
landmark in 1998.

The “National Czech and Slovak Museum and Library” in Cedar Rapids,
lowa, USA, celebrates it’s 50" anniversary this year.

The first “tropical day” of 2024, where the day temperature exceeds
30 degrees Celsius, was April 7", the earliest date in observational
history.

The Czech unemployment rate is 3.7%



Walking Tours

Having crunched the numbers for April/May | can finally say that | am back to
pre-Covid levels of tours, number of clients and profits. What a journey and I’'m
taking nothing for granted — touch wood.

By June I’'m normally hyper. Having been fully rested in the late winter, maybe a
short break or two, energised by all the new knowledge that | learned over the
holidays, as fit as it’s possible for me to get now aged nearly 60 with a bum
shoulder and having met loads of interesting clients in April/May I'll be on a
mission to help my summer clients learn about and enjoy the city. Maybe a dark
beer or two in the gardens won’t be out of the question!

People might be interested to know that despite the Covid-19 pandemic and
the high rates of inflation since then, my scheduled tour prices have stayed
the same.

Review

| picked out the review from “Debby F”. The content of a tour can often dictate

the pace. On my private tours it’s the pace that dictates the content so that you
go at whatever speed is comfortable, taking whatever breaks are required. | will
include a range of interesting sites for you to learn about and enjoy.

Debby F

Monterey, CA « 137 contributions

(70 -

The Best Way to Tour Prague at your own pace
Apr 2024 « Couples

Jason made our first visit to Prague really special. To begin with, his booking communication was so
professional. He always answered my questions promptly. Payment was really efficient. Jason met us at
our hotel right on time, and warmly greeted us. We booked a four hour walking tour. Since | have a
disability that makes me walk slower than normal, and standing is uncomfortable for me (bad knees
and hip), he was considerate of my need to sit and rest (I bought a “Ta-Da" folding chair/cane that
really helped). My husband loves history, and Jason has plenty to share. Prague is a beautiful city. rich
in history and gorgeous architecture. We are glad we hired him as our "private guide” rather than the
group tour that was offered through our Viking tour. After our private tour, we heard from the group
tour folks how exhausted they were from the fast pace. | highly recommend hiring Jason to give you a
tour of Prague that you will always remember.

Read less ~

Review of: Small Group Prague Old Town and Jewish Quarter Walking Tour

Written April 18, 2024



Gift Vouchers

Read about the Gift Voucher system on the Gift Voucher page. You can buy

individual tours as a gift for somebody and by contacting me the recipient of the
gift will have options to swap tours or use the credit to upgrade to a private tour
etc. Vouchers are valid for 1 year.

Tours and Card Payment

For any Private Tours or for any Scheduled Tours booked directly through a tour
calendar, clients can pay the full cost of a tour in advance by card payment with
the understanding that refunds are maximum 96% (cost of tour minus any card
transaction fee which is out of my control). In this case you first receive a
payment request which has to be completed within 48 hours. Then you receive
the booking confirmation.

Tours and Cash Payment

If you prefer to pay for a tour either scheduled or private in cash then you need
to contact me. We will agree the tour details and | will quote a price in CZK and
your own currency equivalent. You will then receive the booking confirmation
and payment is made on the tour day at the agreed amount so in this case there
is no advance payment and cancellation is free.

Tours:
Private Tours are arranged as required. Traveliers’
old T d Jewish Quarter is runni I cpae
own and Jewish Quarter is running normally. §\ ’;
: : : : N\ m /4
City Walking Tour is running normally. <N\~
) ) Tripadvisor
World War Two is running normally.
Architecture Tour is running normally.
Czech Food and Beer Tasting is Suspended. The option of Viator
food/drink is now only on Private Tours. o
Christmas Markets has restrictions: “tour-only” in 2024 with N

time for people to buy food/drink as required. Badge of Excellence


https://www.livingpraguetours.com/tour/prague-christmas-markets-walking-tour/?utm_source=newsletter
https://www.livingpraguetours.com/tour/czech-food-and-beer-tasting/?utm_source=newsletter
https://www.livingpraguetours.com/tour/prague-architecture/?utm_source=newsletter
https://www.livingpraguetours.com/tour/world-war-two-prague/?utm_source=newsletter
https://www.livingpraguetours.com/tour/prague-city-walking-tour/?utm_source=newsletter
https://www.livingpraguetours.com/tour/prague-old-town-jewish-quarter-walking-tour/?utm_source=newsletter
https://www.livingpraguetours.com/tour/prague-private-tours/
https://www.livingpraguetours.com/gift-voucher/

Activity Spotlight! — Mystic Skate Park

Mystic Skate Park

One of the Prague river islands is called Stvanice and it’s close to the
Hilton Hotel in Prague 8. As well as a range of sporting activities
including a bike park, public tennis courts, volleyball courts and a kayak
water course it hosts one of the largest covered wooden skating parks
in the country.

Skateboards, in-line skates and scooters can all be used here
throughout the year as long as you follow the rules.

Opening times and prices are published by the site and there’s a Mystic
Skate Cup contested here every year in late June.

So if you have the interest and want to spend some time supporting
your fellow boarders then it’s worth a trip.

Check the post about the Mystic Skate Park



https://livingprague.com/activities/mystic-skate-park/

Being Social

Click, Like, Subscribe, Follow, Review. Could | ask you to spend a
minute interacting with one or more of the social platforms below that
have lots of great content to share. Subscribe and/or follow to stay
updated.

FACEBOOK: You can read posts, view
short videos, like/share content, follow
and message me.

INSTAGRAM: You can view pictures,

‘@’ like/share content and follow me.

PINTEREST: You can view specific
genre pictures, save Pins to your
boards and follow me.

YOUTUBE: You view full length videos,
O comment, like/share content and
subscribe.

- TRIP ADVISOR: You can view tour

LX) pictures, read and leave a tour review
for others.

~advisor*



https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g274707-d10155172-Reviews-Livingprague-Prague_Bohemia.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCS6mtjc_iuR4SnN4JuqxmDw/
https://cz.pinterest.com/livingprague/
https://www.instagram.com/livingprague/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/livingpragueguide/
https://www.facebook.com/livingpragueguide/
https://www.instagram.com/livingprague/
https://cz.pinterest.com/livingprague/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCS6mtjc_iuR4SnN4JuqxmDw
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g274707-d10155172-Reviews-Livingprague-Prague_Bohemia.html

Surveys — Help me improve!

If you have a bit of time then consider a survey. It’s anonymous so | just
see answers to questions not who it’s from.

It should take no more than 2 minutes on any survey.

The “Quick” survey is an overview. The other surveys are content
specific. You do not have to finish the whole survey so feel free to
answer as many or as few questions as you want.

Just “Send It” when you're ready. You will be helping me to improve all
aspects of the sites.

Quick Survey — 1 minute survey

Accommodation — 2 minute survey

Activities — 2 minute survey

Walking Tours — 2 minute survey

Site Navigation - 1 minute survey



https://us14.list-manage.com/survey?u=4deac334e6b8fad68948fd7c2&id=58c7fb7926
https://us14.list-manage.com/survey?u=4deac334e6b8fad68948fd7c2&id=c6b7ef5462
https://us14.list-manage.com/survey?u=4deac334e6b8fad68948fd7c2&id=322d4e52ec
https://us14.list-manage.com/survey?u=4deac334e6b8fad68948fd7c2&id=d15351d118
https://us14.list-manage.com/survey?u=4deac334e6b8fad68948fd7c2&id=a1f0cdbe91

Contact Info — Engage with me!

I’ve now put so much information, local knowledge, tips and tricks into
the continuously being upgraded Trip Planner that I've now renamed it
the Trip Planner and Mini-Guide which you can always download for

free.

But even that might not be enough to help. Sometimes all you want to
do is ask a quick question, sometimes it’s a bit of advice regarding an
activity or accommodation etc. You're always welcome to contact me
via one or more of the following options. Just keep an eye on your
spam folder if using email. | reply within 24 hours.

EMAIL: fun@livingprague.com
CALL/SMS/WHATSAPP: +420 603 187856
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/livingpragueguide/



https://www.facebook.com/livingpragueguide/
mailto:fun@livingprague.com
https://livingprague.com/product/prague-trip-planner/?utm_source=newsletter
https://livingprague.com/product/prague-trip-planner/?utm_source=newsletter

	

